
 

Teacher Guide 
 
The website www.grabowski.no is a learning resource primarily aimed at 
pupils aged 15–19 years. The website is developed by the Falstad Centre in 
connection with a teaching programme, using the story of prisoner no. 424 
in the German SS camp Falstad, Josef Grabowski, as a starting point. By 
means of this website, teachers can make use of this teaching programme 
for educational purposes. 
 
The web resource offers copies and transcripts of primary sources related to 
Josef Grabowski’s life, and short informative texts about relevant historical 
events at national and international levels. Under ”Exercises”, we offer 
suggestions about how the pupils can work with the sources, how they can 
use them in their own presentations, and how this work may form the basis 
for reflection and discussions. We also encourage pupils and teachers to 
participate in the project blog (www.josefgrabowski.blogspot.com), which 
follows the teaching programme at the Falstad Centre from spring 2010. 
 
The teacher plays a central part in the use of the web resource when it 
comes to preparations, organising exercises and supplementary work. In 
the links under, we offer suggestions as to how teachers can incorporate 
the work with the web resource into their teaching.  
 

- Competence goals and methods 
- Preparations 
- Organising exercises 
- Supplementary work and reflection 
- Participate in our blog 

 

Competence goals and methods 
The teaching programme aims to disseminate knowledge about the 
exclusion processes leading up to Holocaust – the genocide of Europe’s 
Jews during World War II. It is meant to strengthen the pupils’ 
consciousness related to history and promote understanding of the 
connections between the different levels of history, and between the past, 
the present and the future. Last but not least, the programme aims to 
contribute to the development of the pupils’ narrative skills and insight into 
how histories are created through the interpretation of sources. The 
methods are based on a constructivist learning and knowledge view where 
the pupils themselves actively participate in the construction of the story; 
that is, a democratic approach to the knowledge production aiming to 
develop the pupils’ orienting skills. 



 

Preparations 
The preparations are important to allow pupils to get an idea of the topic, 
the goals and the exercises to come. The teacher’s central task in this 
phase is to motivate the pupils for their further work, and provide them 
with a knowledge basis by introducing them to the historical context. An 
introduction to the topic involves giving a historical overview of important 
events and concepts related to the developments in Germany and Norway 
in the 1930s and 1940s. This could be part of the pupils’ general work with 
World War II, with a special focus on the waves of persecution of the Jews. 
It is important that the teachers familiarise themselves with the web 
resource in advance, in order to know the content, how the resource works 
in practice, and to ensure correspondence between goals and the conditions 
for learning effect. It is a prerequisite that the pupils have knowledge about 
the interpretation of sources and source criticism. 
 
Practical preparations:  

- Introduce web resource and blog, present exercises.  
- Divide the pupils into groups of 3–5 persons. Each group chooses how 

they want to present their final product: as a powerpoint 
presentation, a digital story or a newspaper article. 

- Have computers available.  
- Define in advance how long time the pupils have to complete their 

work.  
 
Suggestions for introductory topics:  

- The Nazis’ way to power in Germany 
- The introduction of the totalitarian regime and its consequences 
- Laws and regulations that excluded Jews from the German society 

and made them second-rate citizens (e.g. the Nürnberg Laws) 
- Examples of the persecution of Jews: The Night of Broken Glass with 

subsequent waves of refugees leaving Germany  
- Central events related to the beginning of World War II 
- The Occupation of Norway 
- The history, establishment and functions of Falstad prison camp, 

including prisoner categories and the treatment of prisoners. You will 
find more information about this at http://www.falstadsenteret.no 

 

Organising exercises 
Suggestions to how the pupils can explore and interpret the sources in the 
web resource, can be found under ”Exercises”. The teacher’s role when 
organising the exercises is primarily to motivate and guide the groups to 
start and complete their exercise as a group.  
 
Suggestions for guiding topics: 



- How are the pupils interpreting the exercises? 
- How do they treat the sources? 
- Are there any practical problems related to the work? 
- Do they succeed in making use of both sources and literature? 
- The relation between goals, understanding and performance: What is 

important / less important for the pupils to present in their final 
product? 

Supplementary work and reflection 
Supplementary work is a necessary condition to achieve the desired 
learning effect, both by placing the work in a context and by evaluating the 
process and opening up for reflection and discussion relating to the topics 
of the story. Suggestions for reflection exercises can be found under 
”Exercises”. Pupil participation is the core of this process as well, with 
follow-up and guidance by the teacher.  
 
Useful questions to the supplementary work: 

- How did the pupils reach their interpretation of the story? 
- Which problems did they encounter? 
- What were they able to read out of the sources, and how did they see 

this in connection with events at national and international levels? 
- How do the pupils relate Grabowski’s story to their own time? 
- Which topics from the story do the pupils emphasise as relevant to 

our society? 
- To what extent does the story seem important to the pupils, and how 

do they argue in favour of that? 
- How can the teacher make the pupils conscious of the fact that not all 

comparisons are equally valid in our own time? 
 

Participate in our blog 
In addition to the web resource, the Falstad Centre has started a separate 
blog for the Josef Grabowski project: 
http://www.josefgrabowski.blogspot.com. This blog follows the teaching 
programme at the centre from spring 2010, and will gradually be filled with 
student work and contributions from teachers. You will also find tips to 
relevant books and other useful links here. 
 
Teachers and pupils using the web resource for educational purposes are 
also welcome to post their comments and questions on this blog. In this 
way, the blog can be used in connection with the supplementary work and 
evaluation. Student work produced at schools can also be sent to the 
Falstad Centre for publishing on the blog. 
 


	Teacher Guide
	Competence goals and methods
	Preparations
	Organising exercises
	Supplementary work and reflection
	Participate in our blog


