
 

Exercises 
 
 
Build up the story about Josef Grabowski by using the sources you find at  
www.grabowski.no. Present the story either as a powerpoint presentation, 
a digital story or a newspaper article. Use the downloadable sources for 
your presentation.  
 
Your presentation should include: 
 

• Who was Josef Grabowski? Find out where he came from, what 
profession he had, his family situation and anything else that tells 
about his life.  

 
• Under which circumstances did Grabowski and other Jews live after 

the Nazis came into power in Germany?  
 

• Where did Josef Grabowski stay during the years 1938–1943? Find 
the reasons why he moved from place to place.  

  
 
Suggestions for group exercises or plenary discussions: 
 

1. How did you build up your story? Which sources did you use and 
why? 
 

2. Discuss problems and challenges related to the development of the 
story, in view of the way you have worked with and presented the 
story about Josef Grabowski.   

 
3. Discuss the following statement: ”Grabowski’s story represents the 

various stages of Holocaust in Europe” 
 

4. ”Grabowski was a victim of Holocaust, but he was also a man of 
action.” Discuss the implications of this statement.  

 
5. What do the sources reveal about the role of the Norwegian 

authorities and their attitudes towards Jews prior to and during 
World War II? Why do you think this part of the story about World 
War II has drawn less attention in schools and the media than many 
other parts? 

 



6. Which current topics do you think are relevant to discuss in light of 
Grabowski’s story? Discuss and give reasons.  

 
7. ”Holocaust, the genocide of approximately six million Jews, cannot 

be compared to neither earlier nor later genocides.” Discuss this 
statement.  

 
8. The Declaration of Human Rights came as a result of the sufferings 

brought upon the civilians during World War II. Discuss and give 
reasons as to how Grabowski’s story makes our fundamental rights 
a relevant topic.  

 
9. The ideological ideas and rule of the Nazis stand in clear contrast to 

that of a democracy, something Grabowski experienced. Discuss the 
differences and find examples from Grabowski’s life.  
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